
22

Journal of the Australasian College of Road Safety – Volume 27 No.4, 2016

Road Safety, Research, Policing and Education Conference, 

Accident Analysis 
and Prevention, 57, 105-113.

Reducing the crash risk for young drivers
TIRF.

Prevention, 11  240-248.

and fatalities among teen drivers and passengers. Accident 
Analysis and Prevention, 38, 135-141. 

Journal of 
Safety Research, 38, 159-163.

Journal of 
Safety Research, 38

systems. Journal of the Australasian College of Road Safety, 
20

Journal of Safety 
Research, 43

Changing licensing trends and travel mode choices 
of young adults
By Trevor J Bailey1 1, Simon J Raftery1, Matthew R J Baldock2 and Rebekah Smith3

1(Research Fellows), Centre for Automotive Safety Research (CASR), University of Adelaide, South Australia, 
2(Senior Research Fellow), Centre for Automotive Safety Research (CASR), University of Adelaide, South Australia, 
3Education Program Coordinator, Royal Automobile Club of Victoria Limited (RACV) 

Abstract

2001. In 2014, over one-third of 18-24 year-olds did not 

they had never learned to drive, or were still learning. 

along with road safety measures targeting that age group.
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The present study was a preliminary examination of 

with very little attention paid to potential road safety 

Why are young adults’ travel mode choices 
changing?

licensed 

• 

• a delayed transition from teenage to adult lifestyles 

• 

• 

ban young drivers from using hand held mobile phone 

Declines in licensing among young 
Victorians

18 to 90 on 30 June for the years 2001 to 2014 from the 

Figure 1. Licensing rates as percentages of Victorian population, by 
age group, 2001-2014

not 

among 25-29 year olds, going from 94.4% of the population 
in 2001 to 83.4% of the population in 2014.

2014, with the steepest rates found among those aged over 
60. Importantly, these trends for drivers aged 30 to 90 are 
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provided an indirect estimate of the numbers of new

Survey of young adults not licensed to drive

with the survey responses nationally.

main mode of travel. The two questions about main and 

answer options that were randomised between the two 

survey, was employed in the present study. Most of the 

quotas.

females generally being more predisposed towards survey 

are presented alongside the national response proportions.

reasons were that the respondent had never learned or 

Age Licence rate 
as % of Vic 
population 

in 2002

Licence rate 
as % of Vic 
population 

in 2014

Difference 
between 
2002 and 

2014
19 18.5 18.5 0
20 8.5 +1.3
21 2.8 6.8 +4.0
22 3.0 5.0 +2.0
23 2.8 5.1 +2.3
24 1.4 +0.3

5.9

percentages of Victorian population, ages 19-24, at 30 
June 2002 and 30 June 2014
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Table 2. Main reason for not having a driver’s licence, % of respondents

Reason % n Vic % (n)
Never learned or are still learning to drive 26.2 38

18.6
15.2 22
6.9 10
6.2 9
6.2 9
5.5 8

Other reason 4.1 6
3.4 5
3.4 5 0
2.1 3
1.4 2

1 0
0

100*

0

145

0

was still learning to drive not liking 
driving or being afraid of driving too busy, 

supervising driver was available.

When analysing the responses by age, the range of 

numbers that would have been too low for meaningful 

never learned or still learning 
to drive 
among the 18-21 year olds and 25-30 year olds. It is also 
interesting that not liking driving was a solid reason for not 

never learning or still learning 
to drive responses of the age 25-30 group. The third most 
frequent main reason overall was being too busy or that 

, and this predominated 
among the 18-21 age group. It should be noted that there 

patterns by age.

year olds also gave never or still learning as their top main 

areas, it was not possible to meaningfully analyse the main 

Consideration was given to adding the four rural NSW 

never learned or still 
learning
order for additional reasons is similar to that for the main 

owning and maintaining a vehicle is 
too expensive, able to get transport from others, and prefer 
public transport

Table 5 displays the six top additional reasons by age group, 
never 

learned or still learning as an additional reason were from 

these were those who simply had never learned, although 

owning or maintaining a car is too expensive, that they do 
not like driving and that they prefer using public transport. 

never learned or still learning as their main reason for not 
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Reason
(descending overall 
frequency)

18-21
(n=61)

22-24
(n=34)

25-30
(n=52)

Total*

Never learned or are 
still learning to drive 39.7 21.8 38.5 100

are afraid of driving 25.4 37.3 37.3 100

or not enough time to 54.1 18.9 100

Table 3. Top main reasons for not having a driver’s 
licence, % of respondents by age

*rounded to 100%

not 
liking driving among their additional reasons. 

25-30 year olds also gave never or still learning

by expense not liking driving 
.

with 39.6% planning to get one within the next year, and 
2.1% in 6 or more years. However, 11.8% said they had 

they had never learned to drive or were still learning, while 
able to get transport from 

others, not liking driving and too busy.

transport, followed by passenger travel. By age, 18-21 year 

Discussion

not

new

few years. 

already happening in part due to an ageing population. 

respondents aged 25-30 said, as main and additional 
reasons, that they had never learned to drive or were still 
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travel.

Implications for road safety of young adults’ 
changing travel mode choices

young adults who do not drive will tend to maintain this 

to be disproportionally represented in road tolls. While the 
survey shows some young adults say they do not intend 

drivers.

Over the next 50 years, the proportion of 15-29 year olds 

will be aged over 50, with a great many aged 65 plus. 
Many of the measures designed to improve the safety 
of older drivers will ultimately improve the safety of all 

Table 4. Additional reasons for not having a driver’s licence 

Reason *% of 
respondents

n

Never learned or are still learning to drive 53.8
36.6 53
35.2 51
30.3 44
25.5
24.1 35
20.0 29
10.3 15
6.9 10
6.9 10

Other reason 4.1 8
4.1 6
3.4 5

1 0
382
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proportions of older adults, but improvements are also 

Study limitations

limitations that should be borne in mind.

non

underestimates of non-drivers as it is feasible for many 

the response patterns by age. It was unfortunate that 121 

Recommendations for further research

• 

• 

• 

• 

Acknowledgements

organisations.

Reason 18-21
n

22-24
n

25-30
n

Total

Never learned or are 
still learning to drive

43.6 38.5 100

Owning and 

too expensive

37.7 20.8 41.5 100 

are afraid of driving
33.3 29.4 37.3 100 

friends or family

56.8  20.5 100 

or not enough time to 
56.8 16.2  100 

transport
34.3 28.6 37.1 100 

Table 5. Top additional reasons for not having a 
driver’s licence, % of responses by age
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Abstract

implemented under the program.

Background

Greyspots

ULTRAGUARD™ Safety Barrier Conspicuity Treatment 
A patented mobile application treatment by licenced contractors. 

Available as a chevron pattern or continuous ribbon in white or yellow. 
Suitable for concrete and w-beam barriers. 

 

ULTRAGUARD™ S f B i C i i T

“Researched statistics suggest that as many as 40% of all fatal front and 
side vehicle impact crashes into safety barriers (guard-rail), occur at night 
and are into the ‘faces’ (as opposed to ‘ends’) of these barriers”. 


